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1
Expected securely available cross-border electricity transmission capacity under normal circumstances

The expected securely available cross-border transmission capacity for the Dutch market in 2012 is as follows:

· On the borders with Belgium and Germany: in principle 3,850 MW during all hours of the day (imports as well as exports)

· On the direct-current connection with Norway: 700 MW (imports as well as exports)

· On the direct-current connection with the United Kingdom: 1,000 MW in both directions (imports as well as exports)

These values were set in consultation with the TSOs involved.

The Transmission Reliability Margin (TRM) to be observed by TenneT for mutual international aid and assistance within the framework of ENTSO-E (European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity) amounts to 300 MW. This margin has been discounted in the securely available cross-border transmission capacity available to the market. 

The volume of securely available cross-border electricity transmission capacity is affected by the following factors:

· Planned maintenance work and failures in the Dutch 380 kV / 220 kV grid, including its cross‑border interconnections

· Unforeseen parallel power flows due to market transactions in the Netherlands or neighbouring countries or due to high levels of wind power generation in Germany, that may result in an increased load in the Dutch 380 kV / 220 kV grid, including its cross-border interconnections

· Planned maintenance work and failures in the high-voltage grids of TSOs in neighbouring countries

2
Expected securely available cross-border electricity transmission capacity during planned maintenance work

In the calendar year 2012, the market will have to factor in a reduced volume of available electricity transmission capacity during planned maintenance work on cross-border interconnections.

Information on maintenance work is not yet available, as the maintenance schedule is currently being prepared. A draft version of the maintenance schedule will be available in mid-December 2011, at which time it will be published on the TenneT website.

3
Expected securely available cross-border electricity transmission capacity on foreign and Dutch bank holidays

It may be necessary to reduce the expected securely available cross-border electricity transmission capacity of the Netherlands during certain bank holidays in a number of West European countries, as atypical transmission flows have been proven to occur on these days in the West European high-voltage grid. These flows have a negative impact on the expected securely available cross-border electricity transmission capacity of the Netherlands. Information concerning the possible reduction of securely available cross-border transmission capacity on these bank holidays will be published no later than on the day before the day of actual transmission.

The relevant bank holidays in 2012 are as follows:

· 1 January: New Year’s Day

· 6 January: Epiphany

· 6 April: Good Friday in Germany and Switzerland

· 8 April and 9 April: Easter Sunday and Easter Monday

· 1 May: Labour Day in Germany, France and Belgium

· 17 May: Ascension Day in France, Belgium and Germany

· 8 May: Fête de la Victoire 1945 (World War Two Victory Day) in France

· 27 May and 28 May: Pentecost

· 7 June: Corpus Christi in Germany
· 14 July: French National Day (Bastille Day) in France

· 15 August: Assumption Day in France and Belgium

· 3 October: Unity Day in Germany

· 1 November: All Saints Day in France, Belgium and Germany

· 11 November: World War One Armistice Day in France and Belgium

· 25 December and 26 December: Christmas Day and Boxing Day

4
Expected securely available cross-border electricity transmission capacity under special circumstances

The following factors may result in a reduced capacity for imports from Germany and Belgium to the Netherlands:

· A significant increase in the volume of wind power fed into the high-voltage grid, particularly in northern Germany 

· Significant fluctuations in market parties’ deployment of production assets in several constituent grid areas in neighbouring countries 

· Significant fluctuations in electricity transmissions via the direct-current connection between France and the United Kingdom, impacting on the cross-border connections between France and Belgium

· Unforeseen unavailability of cross-border interconnections

These situations may result in parallel power flows across the Dutch grid and may lead to a reduction of the securely available cross-border transmission capacity.

In order to structurally manage parallel power flows, a method has been developed to adjust the import capacity on an hourly basis depending on estimates of the volume of wind power generated in Germany and the planned unavailability of cross-border interconnections with Belgium and Germany. On the basis of an assessment of the volume of wind power generated in Germany and the possible planned unavailability of one or more cross-border interconnections, a decision on reducing the transmission capacity is made, assuming that 3,850 MW of transmission capacity must be available for the market on the borders with Belgium and Germany. It is standard practice to reduce only the German transmission capacity in the event of reduced import capacity due to the volume of wind power being generated in Germany. The direct-current interconnections with Norway and the United Kingdom are not implicated in any reductions of transmission capacity on the Belgian or German border.

Like the other TSOs collaborating in ENTSO-E, TenneT is responsible for complying with the mutually agreed guidelines concerning the transition from one hour to the next. Within ENTSO-E it has been agreed that cross-border programmes shall be based on hourly values for the time being. It has also been agreed that the implementation of any changes to these programmes must be evenly distributed over an interval of exactly ten minutes, i.e. five minutes before the transition and five minutes afterwards. This rule has been introduced in order to ensure that all changes to programmes are synchronised at the European level, so that any frequency disruptions in the entire synchronously interconnected grid may be kept to a minimum. Should TenneT have any problems in complying with these ENTSO-E guidelines, TenneT may reduce the volume of cross-border transmission capacity it makes available to the market following consultation with the TSOs involved in the auction process.
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